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commissions which have sought to make merit the basis of
entrance to permanent government office. In some respects
these efforts are doubtless deficient. The conflict, as
illustrated notably in Canada, between supervision by the
treasury and direction by a civil service commission has
somewhat hampered administrative progress by reducing
departmental responsibility. Yet, since pioneer days, the
public service as the Achilles heel in democracy has been
afforded better protection, with wholesome results in the
quality of its personnel and in the independence of its work.

In some respects the Dominions have given a lead to
Great Britain. In the sixties of the last century the Australian
colonies in their liberal franchises and secret ballots were
lauded for their example by the Liberals and Radicals at
Westminster who were then bent on the reform of the British
law. It may be admitted, however, that while John Bright and
his associates found inspiration in the Australian example,
Robert Dowe (who had for a time lived in New South Wales)
led a bitter attack on that example as something to avoid.
The early enactment of women's suffrage in New Zealand and
the Australian states also became a precedent much extolled
by the campaigners for female franchise in England prior to
the First World War. Australia in the last half century, in
her many ventures into the public ownership of utilities, has
skilfully devised organization and procedures for the public
utility trust, and her experience has not been ignored in the
British Isles. It is revealing that the present Labour Govern-
ment in Westminster had tried to obtain the chairman of
the state-sponsored South African Steel Corporation to
become the first chairman of the British Steel Board. The
tribute was not solely to the man but to a fairly successful
venture in the relation between an industry and the state.
In labour and industrial law, Australia and New Zealand
embarked on innovations from the nineties that have produced
an impressive corpus of industrial jurisprudence, and the
trade boards established in Victoria in the nineties partly
inspired the British experiment that began in 1909.

The   most   significant   evidence,   however,   of   political
initiative by the Dominions is their achievement of national
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